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Susceptibility to systemic autoimmunity is caused by complex interactions between
multiple genes and environmental factors. We have used congenic dissection to create a
series of mouse strains that have allowed the complex genetic interactions involved in
disease development to be modeled. These studies have led to the identification of two
specific genetic pathways that interact to cause the development of severe disease. Both

of these pathways appear to contribute to disease susceptibility in both mice and man.
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